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Board Training Session 2 - 2020
• Scott Smith, Director, APSRC                                                                       

• Introduction

• Melody Morgan, Director of Educational Assessment, Accountability, Curriculum and Instruction

• Academics, Assessments, and Accountability
• How to Keep the Focus on Student Success

• Tripp Walter, Staff Attorney, APSRC

• Legal
• FOIA
• Waivers

• Robert Brech, General Counsel, APSRC                                                                                         

• Legal
• Immunization Laws in Arkanas

• Ken Rich, Director of Finance Services, APSRC

• Finance 
• Adequacy

• Recommendations
• Standards
• Efficiency

Academics, Assessments and 
Accountability

How to Keep the Focus on Student Success
Fall 2020
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Agenda
❏ Teaching and Learning

❏ Tips for Remote Learning Success

❏ Essentials for Hybrid Learning

❏ State Required Assessments

❏ Testing Dates

❏ Accountability Focus

Teaching and Learning
❏Tips for Remote Learning Success

❏ Strong digital roadmap

❏ Targeted Communications

❏ High Expectations for Student Engagement

❏ Flexible Learning Schedules

❏ Keep Processes Simple
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Teaching and Learning
❏Essentials for Hybrid Learning

❏ Adopt a set of core principles

❏ Acknowledge remote learning limitations

❏ Actively progress monitor

❏ Establish written strategies for “pivoting”

❏ Allow for personalized learning

❏ Continuous constructive feedback

State 
Required 
Assessments

All Current LEP Students

K - 12 ELPA21 No alternate – all EL students test

Grade Assessment Alternate

K-2 K-2 Interims No alternate

3 ACT Aspire DLM - math/literacy/science

4 ACT Aspire DLM - math/literacy/science

5 ACT Aspire DLM - math/literacy/science

6 ACT Aspire DLM - math/literacy/science

7 ACT Aspire DLM - math/literacy/science

8 ACT Aspire DLM - math/literacy/science

9 ACT Aspire DLM - math/literacy/science

10 ACT Aspire DLM - math/literacy/science

11 Voluntary ACT No alternate
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Testing Dates 
2020-2021

Accountability Focus
❏Overcoming Learning Loss

❏ Create a solid academic foundation

❏ Solid curriculum

❏ Commitment to grade-level teaching

❏ Strategies to engage students

❏ Tracking of attendance and engagement

❏ Protected time to teach
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Thank you for attending my session today.  Please feel 
free to reach out with any follow up questions or 
discussion.

Melody Morgan
Arkansas Public School Resource Center
4100 Corporate Center Drive, Suite 203
Springdale, AR 72762
(479) 633-7056
mmorgan@apsrc.net

Arkansas Freedom of Information Act 
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FOIA Basics

● Arkansas Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) was passed in 1967.
● FOIA applies to: 

 The records of a governmental agency, or any other agency wholly or partially 
supported by public funds or expending public funds (Ark. Code Ann. § 25-19-
103(7)(A)) and the public meetings of any bureau, commission, or agency of the 
state or any political subdivision of the state and all other boards, bureaus, 
commissions, or organizations in the State of Arkansas, supported wholly or in 
part by public funds or expending public funds (Ark. Code Ann. § 25-19-103(6)).

11

Records Must be Disclosed Unless Exempt

Personnel Records
&

Employee Evaluation Records

12
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Personnel Records
 Definition - Virtually all records pertaining to the individual employee that aren’t evaluation 

records
 Stance - It must be disclosed, unless legally exempt under FOIA
 Test - Unless doing so constitutes a “clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy” (Ark. 

Code. Ann. § 25-19-105(b)(12)).
 FOIA does not define a “clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy.” The Arkansas 

Supreme Court, in Young v. Rice, 308 Ark. 593 (1992) set forth a two-step balancing test, with 
the scale tipped in favor of disclosure. 
 First, the custodian must assess whether the information contained in the requested document is of a 

personal or intimate nature such that it gives rise to a greater than de minimis privacy interest.  If the 
privacy interest is merely de minimis, then the thumb on the scale favoring disclosure outweighs the 
privacy interest.

 Second, if the information does give rise to a greater than de minimis privacy interest, then the 
custodian must determine whether that interest is outweighed by the public’s interest in disclosure.

 See A.G. Opinion No. 2017-125 at Page 4.

13

Evaluation Records

Definition: Any record that may be used to evaluate an employee.
Stance: “Must be withheld, unless….”
Test: Record withheld unless…
● Suspended or fired (level of discipline)
● Final administrative resolution (finality)
● The records formed a basis for the decision (relevance); and
● There’s a compelling public interest in the disclosure 

(compelling public interest). (Ark. Code Ann. § 25-19-105(c)(1))

14
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3 days if in storage or active use

Otherwise: “immediately”

 How long do you have to respond 
to a FOIA request?

15

Personnel/Evaluation Records Commonly 
Exempted Items

Social Security numbers (A.G. Opinion Nos. 2006-035, 2003-153)

Medical info (A.G. Opinion No. 2003-153)

Insurance coverage (A.G. Opinion No. 2004-167)

Tax info or withholding (A.G. Opinion Nos. 2005-194, 2003-385)

Personal contact info (Ark. Code Ann. § 25-19-105(b)(13))

(home/cell numbers; home addresses; personal email addresses)

Date of birth (A.G. Opinion No. 2007-064)

Marital status and info about dependents (A.G. Opinion No. 2001-080)

Payroll deductions (A.G. Opinion No. 98-126)

Banking information (A.G. Opinion No. 2005-194)
16
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Personnel Records:
Common Items Open to Inspection 

Name
Salary Info
Contracts

Employment Applications
Resumes

Educational Background
Work History
Leave Records

Letters of Recommendation
17

Open Meetings 
Arkansas Freedom of Information Act
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Freedom of Information (FOIA) Statute 
Contains the Open Meetings Act

▶“[A]ll meetings, formal or informal, special 
or regular, of the governing bodies of 
all…boards, bureaus, commissions, or 

organizations of the State of Arkansas...shall 
be public meetings.” Ark. Code Ann. § 25-19-106(a)

19

Is the Meeting Covered?

A.C.A. 25-19-106(a): “all meetings, formal or informal, special or
regular, of the governing bodies of all…boards, bureaus,
commissions, or organizations of the State of Arkansas...shall be
public meetings.”

In other words: All meetings are public meetings.

20
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How Many People Make a  Meeting?
▶ No quorum is required to make a meeting. Quorum is only required for board

action.
▶ 3 people?
▶ Yes [Mayor of El Dorado v. El Dorado Broadcasting, 260 Ark. 821 (1976)]

▶ 2 people?
▶ Maybe [A.G. Opinion No. 96-067]

▶ No polling or secret telephone conferences conducted outside of the meeting, or it
can become a meeting.

▶ Can email communications constitute a meeting?
▶ Yes, if a decision is sought or made. FOIA’s open-meeting provisions apply to emailed and other

forms of electronic communication between governmental officials just as surely as they apply to
in-person or telephonic conversations. (City of Fort Smith v. Wade, 2019 Ark. 222 (2019))

Current events: A group of citizens opposing casinos in Pope County have asked the county prosecutor
to look into secret meetings at which they allege Quorum Court members struck deals with prospective
casino operators.

21

Social Gatherings and Conferences?

▶Not a violation if any discussion of government business at the social
gathering is incidental and intermittent (A.G. Opinion No. 95-020).

▶Maybe not a violation if the governing body has no control over the
conference, function, or proceeding (A.G. Opinion No. 94-131).

Examples:
▶School board trainings
▶Education conferences
▶School banquets or receptions

22
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Notice Requirements
▶ Regular meetings:

▶ Schools must publish on the school’s website a notice of the date, time, and place of the 
meeting. Ark. Code Ann. §6-13-619(a)(3)(A).

▶ Changes in meetings:

▶ If there is a change in the date, time, or place of the meeting, the school must publish a 
notice of such on its website at least 24 hours before the rescheduled meeting. Ark. Code 
Ann. §6-13-619(a)(3)(B).

▶ Special or emergency meetings: 

▶ At least two hours’ notice of special meetings must be given to news media located in 
the county who have requested it, and to news media elsewhere that cover regular 
meetings and who have requested it. 

Ark. Code Ann. §25-19-106(b)(2)

23

Meeting Exemptions

Executive Session

▶ Personnel Matters
▶ Only for discussion of hiring, firing, appointing,

promoting, demoting, disciplining, or resigning
of public employee.

24
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Executive Session Procedure
▶ Notice requirements still apply, just like any meeting. 
▶ Must announce specific purpose before going in.
▶ Who may attend?
▶ governing body
▶ top administrator
▶ immediate supervisor & employee
▶ person being interviewed for top administrative position.
▶ Not attorneys, assistants, spouses, reporters, etc. 
▶ No one other than members of governing body have right to attend.

25

Executive Session Procedure

▶ Must vote in public after leaving executive session or action is void.
▶ Other specific state laws may allow private meetings, depending on the 

situation. 
▶ These hearings have their own statutory procedures.
▶ Board meetings that may be closed to the public, but are not executive 

sessions under FOIA:
▶ Student disciplinary hearings (Ark. Code Ann. § 6-18-507)
▶ Employee non-renewal/termination hearings (Ark. Code Ann. §§ 6-17-1509 

(Teacher Fair Dismissal Act) and 6-17-1705 (Public Employee Fair Hearing Act))

26
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Meetings that Violate the FOIA

▶ Action is only invalidated if:
▶Person complaining has given the body a chance to hold a meeting that 

conforms;
▶Remedy is sought to vindicate the public (not the private) interest;
▶The FOIA violation was substantial; and
▶The defendant knowingly violated the Act.

▶Penalties provided for in FOIA:
▶ Criminal: “Any person who negligently violates any of the provisions of this 

chapter shall be guilty of a Class C misdemeanor.” (Ark. Code Ann. § 25-19-104)
▶ Civil Suits: Ark. Code. Ann. § 25-19-107

27

▶Meetings can be at any time (i.e., before 5pm) & on any day, unless personnel or
personnel policies on agenda (after 5pm).

▶ Secretary is to keep in his/her minutes a record of members present/absent and
the outcome of votes.

▶ Secretary shall also maintain a permanent record of the minutes.
▶ The record shall also contain a copy of all budgets of the school and all reports of

the county treasurer on the financial affairs of the district.
▶Minutes of regular and special meetings of the school board should be promptly 

posted to the school district or charter website and cover at least the past two 
school years (accessible through “State-Required Information” Tab, directly off 
homepage). 

Ark. Code Ann. § 6-11-129; Rules Governing School District Requirements for Personnel Policies, Salary Schedules, Minimum 
Salaries, and Documents Posted to District Websites

Requirements for Meetings of a 
Public School District Board of Directors 

28
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Act 1028 of 2019: Recording Board Meetings

• Adds a new subsection to Ark. Code Ann. § 25-19-106 (Open Meetings) to require: 
• All officially scheduled, special, and called open public meetings shall be recorded in a 

manner that allows for the capture of sound including without limitation:
 A sound-only recording;
 A video recording with sound and picture; or
 A digital or analog broadcast capable of being recorded.

• A recording of an open public meeting shall be maintained by the district for a 
minimum of one (1) year from the date of the open public meeting.

• The recording shall be maintained in a format that may be reproduced upon receipt 
of a FOIA request.

These provisions do not apply to executive session.

29

Requirements for Meetings of a Public 
School District Board of Directors 

(Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-619)

▶ Requires board members to be physically present at a meeting for their vote to
count or for a quorum to be formed, unless you have adopted a policy that allows
for remote attendance. Under the policy, up to three (3) times per the calendar
year, the board may count a board member attending remotely for the purpose of
establishing a quorum. Members attending remotely cannot participate in an
executive session (Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-619(c),(d)).

▶ Members recusing from a vote due to conflict of interest are not considered
present for purposes of establishing a quorum (Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-619(c)(1)(E)).

30
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Act 541 of 2017 (Ark. Code Ann. § 6-15-1304):  
School Security Records

Creates a FOIA exemption for records or other information that:

❏ Could reasonably be expected to be detrimental to public safety;
❏ Concerns emergency or security plans
❏ School safety plans 
❏ Emergency or security procedures
❏ Risk assessments, studies, measures, or systems; or
❏ Relates to the number of security  personnel or personal information of school    resource 

officers or other security personnel

Note: No Open Meeting Exception (you can’t discuss in executive session), so be very careful how you handle this 
topic when discussing during a meeting.

31
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VACCINES 
AND ARKANSAS SCHOOLS

Are mandated immunizations constitutional?
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Smallpox as a natural disease is believed to have 
appeared around 10,000 BC.

Early 1700’s – Variolation began in Europe

Although 2% to 3% of variolated persons died from the 
disease, became the source of another epidemic, or 
suffered from diseases (e.g., tuberculosis and syphilis) 
transmitted by the procedure itself, variolation rapidly 
gained popularity among both aristocratic and common 
people in Europe. 

Early Vaccine Trials

On May 14, 1796, using matter from a dairymaid’s 
lesions, Edward Jenner inoculated an 8-year-old boy, 
James Phipps. Subsequently, the boy developed mild 
fever and discomfort. Nine days after the procedure he 
felt cold and had lost his appetite, but on the next day he 
was much better. In July 1796, Jenner inoculated the 
boy again, this time with matter from a fresh smallpox 
lesion. No disease developed, and Jenner concluded 
that protection was complete

Early Vaccine Trials
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Early Immunization Laws

Compulsory vaccinations were 
mandated in Bavaria (1807); Denmark 
(1810); Sweden(1814); Wurtemburg, 

Hesse, and other German states 
(1818); Prussia (1835), Romania 

(1874), Hungary (1876), and 
Serbia(1881). 

Immunization Laws in the 
United States

In the 1850s, the first compulsory 
smallpox immunization requirements 
for school children in the U.S. were 

mandated by Massachusetts.
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Immunization Laws in the 
United States

In 1902, the city of Cambridge, 
Massachusetts passed a compulsory 

smallpox immunization requirement for 
all of its citizens.

Jacobson v. Commonwealth of Massachusetts

The United States Supreme Court hands 
down the landmark case of :

Jacobson v. Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, 197 U.S. 11 (1905) 
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Jacobson

“None of these cases are as extreme as the 
decision in the case at bar and the laws 

providing that unvaccinated children shall 
not attend the public schools are widely 

variant from laws compelling the vaccination 
of adult citizens.”

“The police power of a State must be held 
to embrace, at least, such reasonable 

regulations established directly by 
legislative enactment as will protect the 

public health and the public safety.”

Jacobson
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Jacobson insisted that his liberty was 
invaded when the State subjected him to 

fine or imprisonment for neglecting or 
refusing to submit to vaccination; that 

compulsory vaccination laws were 
unreasonable, arbitrary and oppressive.  To 
Jacobson, it was nothing short of an assault 

upon his person. 

Jacobson

“The possession and enjoyment of all 
rights are subject to such reasonable 
conditions as may be deemed by the 

governing authority of the country 
essential to the safety, health, peace, 

good order and morals of the community. 
Even liberty itself, the greatest of all 
rights, is not unrestricted.…It is then 

liberty regulated by law.”

Jacobson
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“The safety and the health of the people of 
Massachusetts are, in the first instance, for 
that Commonwealth to guard and protect.”

Jacobson

In 1916, Arkansas introduced a compulsory vaccination 
program for all children starting school. Despite this, 
smallpox still occasionally appeared in the state, with five 
cases reported in Fort Smith (Sebastian County) in 1922. 

Two legal challenges to the vaccination mandate in the 
1930s failed, and smallpox all but disappeared from the 
medical and cultural landscape of not just Arkansas but 
also the whole country. 

Immunization laws in Arkansas
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Ark. Code Ann. § 6-18-201 
Compulsory Attendance

Generally, under the penalty for noncompliance set by law, 
every parent, legal guardian, person having lawful control 
of the child, or person standing in loco parentis having 
custody or charge of a child five (5) years of age through 
seventeen (17) years of age shall enroll and send the child 
to a public, private, or parochial school or provide a home 
school for the child. 

1964

The Arkansas Supreme Court rules that 
children must be properly immunized before 

entering schools despite the religious 
objections of a parent.

Cude v. State, 237 Ark. 927 (1964)
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The Chancery and Probate Court, Polk County

After the immunization of the said children, the guardian 
shall offer, through the office of the Prosecuting Attorney 
for the 9th Judicial Circuit, to deliver the said children 
back into the custody of the Defendants, and the 
guardian is authorized and directed to do so, and if the 
Defendants shall not accept the said children back into 
the home of the Defendants, then the said guardian is 
hereby authorized and empowered to consent to the 
subsequent adoption of the said children by a party or 
parties acceptable to the Guardian and to the Probate 
Court which may consent.

October 1963 Archie Cude asks the Arkansas Supreme Court to let him keep his 
children; Cude Children taken by the state because not vaccinated; Gov Faubus sides 
with the Cude family; and Supreme Court allows Archie Cude to keep children

April 1964 Supreme Court hears oral arguments in the case; Supreme Court 
order children to be vaccinated; Archie Cude says children will not be accepted back if 
vaccinated; Gov Faubus takes the children to the Governor’s Mansion; Children 
returned to the parents; Custody given back to the parents; and Gov takes the Cude
family to the ice capades

August 1964 Archie Cude loses bid for rehearing by the Supreme Court; Children 
vaccinated over the parents’ protest; Archie Cude said God prevented the vaccinations 
taking; Vaccinations did take; and Schools wonder how to place the children

September 1964 Cude children start school; and children refuse to study

October 1964 Cude children suspended; and Archie Cude sent to state hospital for 
diagnosis

November 1964 Archie Cude without psychosis, leaves state hospital

December 1964 Archie Cude delivers a girl at farm home
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1967
The provisions of this section shall not 
apply if the parents or legal guardian of 
that child object thereto on the grounds 

that immunization conflicts with the 
religious tenets and practices of a 

recognized church or religious 
denomination of which the parent or 

guardian is an adherent or member.  Ark. 
Code Ann. § 6-18-702(d)(2).

On May 8, 1980, the World Health Assembly announced 
that the world was free of smallpox and recommended 
that all countries cease vaccination: “The world and all 
its people have won freedom from smallpox, which was 
the most devastating disease sweeping in epidemic form 
through many countries since earliest times, leaving 
death, blindness and disfigurement in its wake” 

Smallpox is Declared Eradicated
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In February 1998 a paper written by Wakefield and 12 
other doctors about 12 autism spectrum children was 
published in the Lancet. 

Ten of Wakefield's twelve co-authors of the Lancet
paper later published a retraction.

On February 2, 2010 the Lancet formally retracted 
Wakefield's 1998 paper.

Britain's General Medical Council, which licenses and 
oversees doctors, found Wakefield guilty of serious 
professional misconduct and stripped him of the right 
to practice medicine in the U.K.

Wakefield told The Associated Press the decision was a 
sad day for British medicine. "None of this alters the fact 
that vaccines can cause autism," he said.

"These parents are not going away; the children are not 
going to go away and I most certainly am not going away," 
he said on NBC's "Today Show.“

Jenny McCarthy, who has an autistic son, issued a 
statement with then boyfriend Jim Carrey asserting 
Wakefield was "being vilified through a well-orchestrated 
smear campaign." 



10/14/2020

30

2001

Four plaintiffs, on behalf of their 
children in three separate 

lawsuits, challenge Arkansas’s 
immunization statutes.

The provisions of this section shall not 
apply if the parents or legal guardian of 
that child object thereto on the grounds 

that immunization conflicts with the 
religious tenets and practices of a 

recognized church or religious 
denomination of which the parent or 

guardian is an adherent or member.  Ark. 
Code Ann. § 6-18-702(d)(2).
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The provisions of this section shall not 
apply if the parents or legal guardian of 
that child object thereto on the grounds 

that immunization conflicts with the 
religious tenets and practices of a 

recognized church or religious 
denomination of which the parent or 

guardian is an adherent or member.  Ark. 
Code Ann. § 6-18-702(d)(2).

The provisions of this section shall not 
apply if the parents or legal guardian of 
that child object thereto on the grounds 

that immunization conflicts with the 
religious tenets and practices of a 

recognized church or religious 
denomination of which or philosophical 
beliefs of the parent or guardian is an 

adherent or member.  
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Could Arkansas Mandate COVID-19 Immunizations?

Yes, either through legislation or through the rulemaking 
process.  

The Health Department Director has not answered questions 
about his authority to mandate under the emergency orders 
that are in place at this time.

Eighteen legislators have sued the Director and the Governor 
regrading the directives that have been handed down to date 
during the pandemic.

No, the authority to mandate immunizations for school children is vested in the 
State Board of Health.

Generally, employers should consider simply encouraging employees to get vaccine 
rather than requiring them to take it. 

Could a School Board Mandate 
COVID-19 Immunizations?
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Ark. Code Ann. § 6-18-201 
Compulsory Attendance

Generally, under the penalty for noncompliance set by law, 
every parent, legal guardian, person having lawful control 
of the child, or person standing in loco parentis having 
custody or charge of a child five (5) years of age through 
seventeen (17) years of age shall enroll and send the child 
to a public, private, or parochial school or provide a home 
school for the child. 

Compulsory Attendance
During the Pandemic

Grading and attendance requirements were suspended per 
Gov. Asa Hutchinson’s signed Executive Order 20-06. The 30-
day suspension of these provisions provided districts with 
maximum flexibility in making decisions regarding how to deliver 
instruction and monitor progress, including the reassignment of 
personnel to support educational delivery of core content. The 
suspension was in effect on March 17, 2020. 
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Compulsory Attendance
During the Pandemic

Updates to COVID-19 GUIDANCE (UPDATED 4-29-2020)

Decisions regarding the requirements for student 
attendance are determined solely at the local school district 
level. Funding will continue to be calculated on Average 
Daily Membership through enrollment in eSchool. 

Compulsory Attendance
During the Pandemic

COM-20-12 - 8-19-2020 
DESE has amended the definition of an “absence” to reflect 
remote, off site, and virtual learning. 

A student is absent if the student is not: 
1. present for onsite instruction provided by the district, 
2  participating in a planned district-approved activity, or 
3. engaged in scheduled instruction at an off-site location, 
including remote learning.      
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Proof of Immunization

Documentation must be provided verifying proof of 
immunizations for each student or proof that the student 
has received an exemption from the immunization 
requirements. If proof is not provided within 30 days of the 
student beginning school, the student must be excluded 
from being physically present at the school until 
documentation is provided. Students may access virtual or 
other remote options offered by the school. 

Finance
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• Adequacy
oMatrix Recommendations by Joint Education Committee
o Standards
o Efficiency

• Procurement

Adequacy
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73
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Categorical Program Funding

Additional Funding
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Total Increases
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Matrix vs. Standards
Matrix - Staffing Ratios Standards – Staffing Ratios

Kindergarten:  20 Students/1 Teacher Kindergarten:   
20 Students/1 Teacher or 22 students/1 teacher and half-
time aide. 

Grades 1-3:      23 Students/1 Teacher Grades 1-3:        
Average of 23 Students/1 Teacher, No more than 25 in any 
classroom.

Grades 4-12:    25 Students/1 Teacher Grade 4:              
Average of 25 Students/1 Teacher, No more than 28 in any 
classroom.

PE/Art/Music:   20% of K – 12 staff Grades 5-6:         
Average of 25 Students/1 Teacher, No more than 28 in any 
classroom.  

Grades 7-12:       
30 students/1 Teacher, except those courses that lend 
themselves to large group instruction.

Exception:  Physical Education courses in Grades K-6 will 
have a maximum student teacher ratio of 30:1.

Maximum number of students in Grades 5-12 a teacher is 
permitted to teach without receiving additional 
compensation shall not exceed 150 students per day.

Note:  Teaching load section of standards does not apply to 
schools that operate primarily as a virtual school.

Standards of Accreditation
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Efficiency

• Revenue vs. Expenditures
o “Count your own money”

State/Local Funding
• Foundation Funding
• Local Property Taxes
• 98% of the URT Assessment less Net Revenues

State Categorical Funding
• Alternative Learning Environment
• Enhanced Student Achievement
• English Language Learners
• Professional Development
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Federal Funding

Title I - to ensure students from low-income families succeed 
 academically.

Title II-A - to improve teacher and principal quality through 
 recruitment and professional development.

Title IV - to provide academic enrichment opportunities to 
 complement regular academic programs.

Title VI - to support the needs of students with disabilities between 
 the ages of 3 and 21.

Items to Consider 
● Quality business plan 
● Attention to detail
● Maximize the use of federal and categorical funding
● Monitor student/teacher ratios
● Classified staffing model
● Monitor requirements in standards
● Monitor budget 
● Purchasing process: Who has purchasing rights and who approves 

purchases?
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CFAM Reports and Analysis
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Procurement

102

• State Purchasing Threshold (2020-2021) = $21,284  

• Commodities purchased with non-federal funds are required to 
use the purchasing threshold of $21,284 for obtaining bids

• Supplies purchased with federal funds are required to use the 
micro-purchase threshold of $10,000 for obtaining bids

• Individual school district policies may set thresholds lower than 
required by law.  If your school’s policy is more restrictive, you 
must follow your school’s policy!

Procurement Procedures
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State Procurement for 
Purchases Over $21,284

• The board of directors of each school district shall prescribe the method of 
soliciting bids and may adopt other rules governing the procurement of 
commodities.

• In each instance in which the estimated purchase price shall equal or exceed 
$21,284, the commodity shall be procured by soliciting bids.

104

• All federal expenditures must be allowable, reasonable, and  
essential to the success of the federal program

• Micro-purchases (under $10,000) – do not require competitive bid; 
requires distributing purchases among qualified suppliers to the 
extent practicable 

• Small Purchases ($10,000 to $249,999) - require price quotations 
from at least two qualified sources

• Purchases of $250,000 and greater – require formal bidding 
procedures – sealed bids, competitive proposals or single source 
supplier

Federal Procurement Procedures
(2 CFR 200.320)
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Purchase price less than $10,000

• No competitive bid requirement

• Requires distributing purchases among qualified suppliers to the extent
practicable 

Purchase $10,000 – $21,284

• Price quotations from at least two qualified sources
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Contact Us

• Arkansas Public School Resource 
Center
Victory Building
1401 West Capitol, Suite 315
Little Rock, AR 72201
Phone: (501) 492-4300
www.apsrc.net

• Northwest Arkansas Office
4100 Corporate Center Drive, Suite 
203
Springdale, AR 72762
Phone: (479) 633-7056

 Scott Smith, Executive Director
ssmith@apsrc.net

 Melody Morgan, Director of Educational 
Assessment, Accountability, Curriculum 
and Instruction
mmorgan@apsrc.net

 Tripp Walter, Staff Attorney
twalter@apsrc.net

 Robert Brech, Director of Legal Services
rbrech@apsrc.net

 Ken Rich, Director of Finance Services
krich@apsrc.net
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